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➔FEB MEETING @ Mellow Mushroom ←
AUDI Superbowl Commercial A Hit

The commercial opens with an idyllic world, where a man (above) walks through a field towards a two-story house. Sitting on
the porch is the man’s grandfather, who leads him inside the adjacent barn to pull the wrap off the Audi e-tron GT concept.
Sitting behind the wheel, the main character turns the car on, with the various exterior lighting and interior systems sparking to
life. The lighting on the concept definitely looks pretty cool in a sci-fi kind of way. The video also provides a brief glimpse of
the cabin, where digital gauges and a horizontal touchscreen layout complement the exterior styling. Look closely, and you’ll
also notice a cameo from the e-tron SUV. Yet there is trouble; the man jumps in his seat.
All of a sudden, the man is then ripped back down to Earth, where he finds himself slumping in his office cubicle. Apparently,
he had choked on a cashew, but was saved by some quick Heimlich maneuvers from a co-worker. (His grandfather and the new
Audi had been waiting for him on “the other side.”) This new commercial from Audi underlines the company’s commitment
to electrifying its future lineup, reaffirming its position by stating “One third of all new Audi models will be electrified by
2025” at the end of the commercial.
The Audi e-tron GT concept car is not a production unit, rather a showcase for Audi’s future styling direction, with a host of
exterior geometric cues and angles to make it look sharp. LED lighting is everywhere. The four-door coupe is powered by 590
all-electric ponies, which reach the ground through an electric version of Audi’s quattro AWD system. Sixty mph arrives in 3.5
seconds, with top speed pegged at 149 mph. Range per charge is around 250 miles. Exterior dimensions include 16.3-foot
wheelbase, 6.4-foot width, and 4.5-foot height. When it hits production, the Audi e-tron GT will head against competitors like
the Tesla Model S and Porsche Taycan.
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Ed.’s and Sec.’s cruise to Havana, Cuba, from top: Typical street scenes;
Somewhat rare Edsel Hardtop Convertible in front of fancy kept-up hotel once the playground of US gangsters;
Bottom: Tourist scene: near the harbor channel traveled by the older, smaller cruise ships, we saw horse and buggies, classic
American cars as taxis, huge Chinese busses, new Ladas, and the rare VW Jetta (above Chevy in view) or Passat taxi
(Young Revolutionary idealist to Castro, “But, Comrade, this is Capitalism!” to which Castro replies,
“Yes, but we need the money.” ☺)

Secretary’s Report
The January 2019 Meeting was held at back at the Mellow Mushroom on Rinehart Road in Sanford.
Present were: Rollie and Delilah Walker, her visiting brother Jairo Lara, Will and Joan Euverard, Chris
and Madison Hobbs, Debbie and Richard Van Treuren, Russell Becker, Bonnie Zeitkiewicz, Nancy and
Joe Kaiser, and Charles Schambeau.
For the first time in a while we completely filled the Mellow Mushroom’s largest table. Discussions on
ongoing projects carried the day. All were invited to bring their VWs to the Groove Beetle Beat at
Windermere.
Hope to see you on the 9th of February, back at the Mellow Mushroom on Rinehart Road in Sanford.
Minutes by Debbie Van Treuren, Secretary
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